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CHIEF KENAHAN: Today's date is 

December 12th, 2001. The time is 3:17 p.m. 

This is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan of 

the Safety Battalion of the Fire Department 

of the City of New York. I'm conducting an 
interview with John Breen, firefighter 
fourth grade from Engine 74. The interview 
is taking place in the quarters of Engine 

74, 

Q. John, just tell us the events of 
September 11th. 

A. On that morning we got the run -- after 
the second building was hit, that's when we got 
the run. It was after 9:00. It came over the 
voice alarm. The whole battalion was called to 
go. us, 25 Truck, 47 Engine, 76 and 22 and 35 
and 40 I believe were the companies that I heard 
over the voice alarm to respond. 

We went down the West Side Highway. We 
had a clear go all the way down. It was no 
problem as far as traffic going down that way. 
We pulled up on the West Side Highway. We were 
on West Street. Where we parked I believe was 


Vesey Street. I probably will tell you about 
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that later on. I'm almost positive it was Vesey 
Street where we parked our rig. 

As we parked there, one of the other 
trucks I noticed that was there was 25 Truck. I 
believe Joe Collins from 25 Truck. I believe 
that was who he was. He was riding extra for 25. 
I heard he was supposed to go to a detail to 76 
and 22. 

I was just talking to one of the 
details that's working here today. He's from 25. 
He said Joe Collins was riding extra. He came 
over to our rig, and he was asking for a mask, 
and he was given our chauffeur's mask. 

Myself, Lieutenant Nichols, Jeff 
Johnson, Pat Carey and Ruben Correa were walking 
down West Side to West Street underneath the 
pedestrian bridge. We were walking towards the 
Marriott Hotel. I was told by Lieutenant Nichols 
that dispatch called him over the radio and we 
were told to report to the Marriott Hotel, the 
old Vista Hotel, which is Three World Trade 
Center. 

As we were walking underneath, we 


didn't see any bodies falling out. We did see 
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one body on the ground, and that's when the 
lieutenant told us to walk as far away from the 
building as we could and just to keep our heads 
up for any falling bodies. 

We walked into the lobby of the 
Marriott. The only other company I saw that I 
knew down there at the time that I know was 47 
Engine. The chief that was working there that 
morning, I wish I knew who he was -- I really 
don't know -- at the command center. I really 
don't know what his name was, but he was telling 
us to -- the engines to line up on one side and 
the trucks on the other side. 

We were told first we were going to go 
into the south tower. Then there was a report of 
people stuck or possible hotel guests still up in 
the Marriott. A couple of units were told to go 
up there. 

The companies I do know that went up 
there with us is 74 Engine, 54 Engine, 11 Truck 
and I believe, but I am not positive, 23 Engine. 
We were told to go up to the 22nd floor. We took 
the elevator up to the 18th floor. We walked up 


four flights of stairs to the top floor. 
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Up on the top floor, it was a pool, 
spa, gym equipment, saunas. It was just a 
workout area and a spa area with a couple of 
office spaces. We did see part of -- I didn't 
see it, but Jeff Johnson told me later on he did 
see part of the landing gear actually fell right 
through the roof and it was in one of the 
Jacuzzis in another room. 

There was nobody up there. We dida 
search up there. There was no fire up there 
either, no bodies to report. We were going to 
take an elevator down. I don't believe there was 
an elevator on 22. We walked down one flight. 

We went down the south stairwell. We 
walked it down one flight to the 21st floor. We 
went to the elevator, which is more -- from the 
south stairwell, we walked a little bit north 
down the hallway, waiting for the elevator. 
There was about 20 of us. Again, this was 54 
Engine, 74, 11 Truck and I believe 23 Engine. 

AS we were waiting for the elevator to 
take us down, it was running a little too slow or 
stuck on one of the floors. My lieutenant, 


Lieutenant Nichols, said we're better off walking 
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down. We were going to go down I believe to the 
lobby, and I think we were going to go to the 
south tower, which is I believe connected, 
somehow connected to the Marriott. 

We started walking down the hallway 
towards the south stairwell. It was my company 
that was leading the way. Pat Carey I believe 
was in front, Jeff Johnson, Lieutenant Nichols, 
myself, Ruben Correa, then the other companies. 

As we were walking, that's when the 
south tower came down. Pretty much we just stood 
where we were. There was nowhere we could go. 

We were just stuck in this hallway. 

Pretty much when all was said and done, 
we gathered ourselves. We were doing a head 
count as far as my company, and we noticed that 
we were calling for Ruben and Ruben was behind me 
in the hallway. Him and the other companies were 
behind us. I was about ten feet away in the 
hallway from being one of the missing. As far as 
we turned around and we looked, that side of the 
hallway was all covered in debris and rubble. 

All the lights were out. There were no lights. 


We had to use flashlights. 
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So it was just basically four of us 
that got out. The chauffeur, by the way, was 
back at the rig. The chauffeur did not go with 
us. He was back at the rig. That was Mike 
Shagi. I forgot to mention that earlier. 

So pretty much at this point it was the 
three companies I just mentioned and Ruben Correa 
that was trapped. It was about 16 guys, roughly. 
There was about four of us that were still on 
that floor. 

We called a mayday. We couldn't hear 
anything. Nobody responded. We didn't know what 
was going on. We didn't even know that the whole 
building came down. We called a mayday. We 
couldn't hear anything. However, we did hear one 
mayday, and I believe it was from 4 Truck, one of 
the members from 4 Truck. His mayday was given. 
He didn't Know what floor he was on. He was just 
saying that he was with 4 Truck, he was running 
out of air, please come get him. 

We couldn't do anything at that point. 
We just were trying to get out to guys that we 
had. We were trying to find a void. We started 


moving some of the rubble pieces. We couldn't 
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find anything and started yelling. We called for 
guys' names and tried to listen for any names. 
We couldn't hear anything. 

We walked a floor down below, which is 
the 20th floor, and there was more rubble that 
way. Basically we saw, okay, we're trapped 
inside of all this debris. There were two floors 
of rubble. My lieutenant made the decision at 
that point for us we have to get out, try to get 
some help, especially for the guys trapped and 
for the guy who was calling the mayday for 4 
Truck. 

We went down the south stairwell. We 
met up with members from 12 Truck, and there were 
some other members. I don't remember who they 
were. When we went down, there were about ten 
members in all that we met up with. 

We got down to about the sixth floor. 
They were in one of the hotel suites. I believe 
it was the presidential suite. I heard later on 
that's what it was. This was on the sixth floor. 
I heard it was looking out -- later on Jeff 
Johnson -- I'm only going by what he said. I 


don't know what we were looking at outside this 
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suite. There was a whole section of the building 
that was gone. I was told later on that that was 
West Street that it was out looking over. 

Basically the bottom line was we were 
going to lower ourselves down by rope because we 
heard from 12 Truck that they couldn't go any 
further down the stairwell. This is on the sixth 
floor of the south stairwell we went down. They 
were going to lower themselves by rope. 

I told them we passed some roof rope on 
the way down. A couple guys went up to get it. 
We even breached a wall, and me and Pat Carey 
were tying off two and a half lengths. We were 
going to even use some of the rollups to lower 
ourselves down. 

My officer said this is just too 
dangerous, it's too unstable to do this. He made 
the decision to try to do something. Him and the 
senior man felt that they could do something as 
far as maybe there's a way to get down the 
stairwell that we overlooked. 

It was a good thing we did, because 
when we went down the stairwell, we went down 


about a floor or a half landing, and Jeff Johnson 
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hopped over one of the railings, started moving 
sheetrock. It was just lightweight sheetrock. 
It wasn't nothing heavy-duty or extra heavy or 
anything like that. It was just basic 
lightweight sheetrock. He started moving it out 
of the way. 

He went down to about the fifth or the 
fourth floor landing or the fourth floor. He 
yelled back up that there were some people down 
there. There were some civilians. We were later 
on told that they worked with The New York Times 
or Time magazine. We still don't know what it 
was. There were five businessmen, all men. To 
this day I still don't even know who they are. I 
tried to contact the, and tried through New York 
Times, but I got no response. 

Basically everybody else at that point 
started following us down, just started coming 
one after another, started going down the 
stairwell. 

I heard later on -- in fact, I went to 
his memorial service. I heard a couple of guys 
from 12 Truck made the decision to go back up and 


see if they could help out the mayday from 4 
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Truck. I heard one of them was Mike Mullan, the 
lieutenant, and I think a rotating fireman. I 
wish I knew his name, but I don't. But I heard 
that they made the decision to go back up to try 
to help out the mayday. 

We made our way down to about the third 
floor, the rest of us. It was maybe about ten in 
all, probably about like four of us from 74 and 
maybe six from 12 truck and a few others from -- 
I don't know what other company it was. I still 
don't know to this day. 

We got down to about the third floor 
with also the five businessmen. I think we were 
facing east at that point. I would say we were 
facing east or maybe north. I'm just looking at 
the way the building was shaped right here. It 
might have been the north section of the 
building, facing north or east, either way. 

When we got down there, Jeff Johnson 
and Pat Carey hopped out. There was more or less 
like a little patio about half a story down that 
they hopped out on. There was a lightweight beam 
that they situated where we could get these 


Civilians down. 
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Either way, you could slide down this 
beam or you could go down the other half landing 
and hop over. This is as far as we can go, 
because this whole section of the third floor was 
still open like that. This was a big opening to 
get outside. 

I was staying back. I wanted to feel 
like I was doing something. I was helping out 
these civilians, making sure that they got down 
the beam, that they slid down the beam okay. 

It got to a point where everybody was 
starting to get out. It was me, two more 
civilians left and maybe two guys I believe from 
12 Truck that were still in there waiting to get 
out, and that's when the north tower started to 
come down. We just kind of stood and braced 
where we were. 

One of the civilians with me was about 
80 years old. As the building was coming down, I 
was yelling to see if he was still there. He 
said he was. I held his hand just to make sure 
we were together in case we were trapped. 

When the dust settled, the hole was 


open and we were lucky enough that that happened. 
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Everybody was pretty much scattered all over the 
place. My lieutenant was in front of me. That 
half landing or patio that he was on where the 
beam was situated, he was down there. He was a 
little bit trapped, but he was able to get out. 
There was all kinds of rubble all around him. He 
was very lucky that he was alive. It was sort of 
like a bunker that he was in. It was just all 
debris around him. He was able to squeeze his 
way out of that. 

Two of the brothers from 12 Truck, they 
were okay, and the two civilians were okay. I 
heard Jeff Johnson yelling -- I found out later 
on that he had gone to the second floor. There 
was a way to get in there. There was some kind 
of a sliding door. 

He had gone around a corner of the 
building, which I believe would have been the 
south side or possibly the east side of the 
building. I'm really not positive. He had 
gotten down to the second floor and hid behind a 
beam. He was with three of the civilians in that 
hallway. 


Pat Carey, he was yelling for Pat. I 
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didn't know where Pat was either. I thought Pat 
was gone. Somehow he had gotten down to the 
second floor, but he lost contact with us. He 
didn't have a radio. We had lost him. I thought 
he was gone. 

I got out. I was helping the civilians 
down. Once we got out, Lieutenant Nichols got 
himself out. At that point I was yelling for 
Pat. I was yelling and yelling. At this point 
we Knew we couldn't even do a mayday. We were 
just trying to get ourselves out. Myself and the 
lieutenant and the two other guys from 12 Truck, 
we helped the two civilians out. We walked them 
out. 

By the way, at this point I don't know 
what happened to the other members. I think and 
I hoped that they did -- I'm pretty sure that 
they did because I met up with 12 Truck. All of 
their guys got out. I heard later on that the 
only guys that didn't get out -- all the guys 
that survived the first collapse, the only ones 
that didn't get out was Mike Mullan, the officer, 
and the rotator that went up to respond to the 


mayday. I heard later on that they got out. 
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Somehow they went the wrong way. 

So the only ones at that point that I 
saw visibly get out was myself, Lieutenant 
Nichols, the two civilians and then the two guys 
from 12 Truck. Jeff Johnson, I thought he had 
gone around another direction and got the three 
Civilians out another way, because I did hear his 
voice but I heard he was okay. 

Although he was on the second floor, I 
didn't know at the time he was where he was. But 
he was pretty much stuck on the second floor. I 
thought he had gone out through another section 
of the building and walked out. 

That's how confusing it was. Everybody 
pretty much was just trying to get out and walk 
their own way. As far as me, I heard Jeff's 
voice, and the lieutenant said he was okay. So I 
knew Jeff enough to be a senior man, I knew he 
was Okay. The only ones that I was really 
worried about at that point that I knew was 
missing was Pat Carey. So I yelled and called 
his name. 

We couldn't do anything at that point, 


so we started walking out. I believe we were in 
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the atrium? Is this called the atrium? 

Q. I'm not sure. 

A. I believe we were walking in the 
atrium. I think we were walking towards Two 
World Trade Center. The south tower, I think we 
were walking pretty much among the rubble and 
everything there. I think we got out and walked 
out on Liberty Street. 

As we were walking among the debris of 
the fallen building, a couple guys from rescue 
came over. They helped us with the two 
Civilians. I told them that there were missing 
members. I pointed to the Marriott. I told them 
basically that on the 21st floor, it was the 
first collapse. 

We had the three companies plus Reuben, 
where they were trapped. But it was useless by 
that point because the floor wasn't even there. 
There was only about four stories to that 
building left. 

The other one I talked about was Pat 
Carey. I said I saw him last on the third floor 
of the Marriott. It ended up that Pat got out 


okay. He was trapped on the second floor. He 
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was actually separated from Jeff and everybody 
else, and he actually jumped out, found an 

opening and jumped out, and actually fractured 
his cocyx bone and has several herniated disks. 

Jeff Johnson made it out too. Although 
I didn't know at the time, I thought he was out, 
but he was still stuck on the second floor with 
the three civilians. He made his way out another 
way. They kind of finagled their way down and 
they got out okay. 

From there, me and the lieutenant 
basically just walked towards the park. What's 
the name of that park? Battery Park. That's 
where I met Jeff. Basically we were calling for 
Mike Shagi. We found out later on when he was 
running he was getting short breath and 
everything like that, and he went to the hospital 
for some air, to be treated. We found out he was 
okay later on. 

As I mentioned before, we were on Vesey 
Street when we were out where the park was. We 
were walking on some of the south streets, I 
guess Albany Street or Carlisle, one of those 


streets. We kind of made our way up Trinity or 
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Church, and then we kind of made our way down to 
Vesey. That's when we found our rig over there. 
Our rig was parked on Vesey. 

I still don't know all the companies 
that were with us that we ran into in after the 
second collapse. But as far as I know, the 
companies that we did meet up with was 11 Truck, 
54 Engine and I'm pretty sure it was 23 Engine. 

Q. That's it, John? 
A. That's it. 
Q. Thanks for all your help, John. 
CHIEF KENAHAN: The time now is 3:38, 


and this concludes the interview. 


